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Foreword 

The Central Institute of Indian Languages was established on 
17th July 1969 with a mandate to assist promotion and 
development of Indian languages through research, material 
production and training. The Institute was a result of the 

t 

concern of Indian Parliament expressed in the resolution on 
Official Language in January 1968 for the Central Government 
to provide support and coordination for the development of 
Indian languages in conjuntion with the States. 

Development of a language takes place by increasing and 
extending its use and equipping it to meet the needs of the new 
users. Much of the work of the Institute is in this direction 
particularly helping the use of Indian languages at different 
levels in the domain of education and in administration. 
Promotion of a language is by providing facilities for learning it 
and also teaching it through different modes and media. The 
Institute is engaged in language teaching through its Regional 
Language Centres and through correspondence. The 
effectiveness are increased through use of audio visual 
materials and computer aided instructional materials. The 
work of the Institute also concentrates on improving language 
teaching in schools and outside schools through inservice 
trainingto teachers and preparingmodels for language teaching 
materials. 

Language promotion development in the Indian context will 
have to be embedded in multilingualism. Maintenance of 
multilingualism is the corner stone of promotion and N 
developmental work. 

ProLV.I.Subramoniam gave the third lecture in the 
Foundation Day Lecture Series of the Institute giving a 
historical background to the multilingualism of India. The 
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Language Multiplicity and 
Ancient Races In India 


T he Census of India and the Linguistic Survey of India by 
Grierson have noted several hundreds of languages and 

l 

dialects spoken in India. 

The Handbook of mother tongues in Census, 1971 
lists 1652 language names which are returned in the 
Census reports with family affiliation in most cases(l) 

The table containing the number of languages under 
the four major families according to the Census of India 
is as follows® 

Number of Languages 


Indo-Aryan 

20 

Dravidian 

17 

Austro Asiatic 

14 

Tibeto Burman 

53 

The list of Communities 

noted under each language 


family is also considerably higher in number. The table 
of communities of major language group is as follows® 
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S.C. 

c.r. 

O.C. 

Total 

Indo-Aryan 

488 

191 

1870 

2549 

Dravidian 

133 

123 

776 

1032 

Austro Asiatic 

3 

30 

11 

44 

Tibeto Burman 

2 

146 

27 

175 


The table containing the number of the people belonging 
to the Scheduled Caste falling under the four major 
language families is as follows(4) 

Kubchandani 1981 Census 
Indo-Aryan 5.0 million 3.7 million 

Dravidian 4.6 million 4.6 million 

Austro Asiatic 7.9 million 6.9 million 

Tibeto Burman 4.3 million 3.4 million * 

The multiplicity of Janguages, communities belonging 
to the Tribal Communities in India for which we have 
data necessitates the exploration of the number of races 
and groups which migrated in ancient days to India to 
suggest the hypothesis that multiplicity of languages is 
due to multiplicity of groups of people migrated to India. 
Indeed there are instances of the same race or community 
speaking two languages falling under two different families. 
But such instances are exceptions. Hence that will not 
negate our hypothesis. 

The former USSR with an area of 86,47,250 sq. miles 
has only 133 languages(S). China with an area of 36,91,500 
sq. miles has only seven languages and several hundreds 
of dialects(6). Why in India with an area of only 16,61,810 
sq. miles, which is approximately on seventh of the area 
of the former USSR and one third of the area of China 
is the multiplicity of languages more? This question again 
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and again crops up in our mind and an answer is long 
over due, though it might be tentative. 

Also M.B. Emeneau in his article ‘India as a Linguistic 
Area’ made an observation that Kinship terms and 
classifiers falling in the category of conservative group 
of vocabularies are similar to those found in the languages 
of South and East Asia(7). The borrowing of conservative 
vocabulary is hardly possible by mere contact or by living 
side by side with one another. Since the areal vocabulary 
of Emeneau is of the conservative type, intermingling of 
races in India and South Asia should have been intimate 
either by intermarriage or by other modes of absorption. 

While investigating the above noted hypothesis three 
books came to my notice; 

i) ‘Ancient Indian Social History : Some Interpretation', < 

1979, Romila Thapar, Orient Longman(T)(2), 

ii) ‘Vedic India’ by G.S. Ghurye, Motilal Banarasidas, 
Delhi, 1979(G) and 

iii) The Civilized Demons - the Harappans in Rig 
Veda’ by Malati Shendge, Abhinav Publications, 
New Delhi, 1977CS). 

They formed the source material for our hypothesis. There 
are many more publications on the interpretations of 
Vedas and ancient classics of Sanskrit, but, I have limited 
myself only to the three above noted books and have 
cited profusely from them. 

At the outset, I have to confess that there is no 
facility to verify when the three authors contradict among 
themselves on interpreting the Sanskrit texts. Obviously 
Rig and other Vedas have been interpreted differently 
by different Scholars, both in India and in the West. 
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When views differ, I have simply cited them instead of 
preferring one or the other. Besides the Sanskrit literary 
sources, the earliest Tamil works, the Sangham Classics 
have also been cited in which the difference in Communities 
is very much less. 

Apart from ancient text of Sanskrit, Avestan text is 
also used by Ghurye and Shendge. The later especially 
depends on written documents including inscriptions from 
the Middle East. Her interpretations of the Harappan 
Culture and that of the Rig Vedic Texts are slanted 
towards the Middle East. 

All three authors make use of the archaeological finds 
from the Harappan and Mohenjodaro Civilizations. The 
pottery found in the Harappan excavations and the later 
types found in the post Harappan sites have been made 
use of to corroborate, wherever possible, the literary 
evidences. The Seals found in the Harappan sites are 
also made use of by them. 

The skeletal remains of the Harappan Civilization 
have also been examined by the latter two authors and 
their observations are based on these evidences. Their 
multi source approach given credibility to most of their 
conclusions, though, some differ* among themselves, even 
though, the source materials are the same. 

With these preliminary observations I have enumerated 
the ancient races or groups which migrated to India in 
the pre-Aryan and post-Aryan periods with related information. 
This is followed by the role of religion and marriage in 
the process of amalgamation. Technological information is 
also given which is followed by details which will be 
useful to students of culture and language. 
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Rig Vedic Aryans have noted the natives as Barbarians 
having the following attributes: 

a) strange language, 

b) different physical features, 

c) black colour of skin, 

d) strange customs, 

e) low political status, 

f) low ritual status and 

g) subordinate economic development. 

Later these attributes have been modified to 

a) alien language, 

b) mixed castes, 

c) inferiority in economic life and technological use* 
and 

d) living in the frontiers(T). 

The term Mleccha is derived from v3c ‘speech’. But some 
others derive it from Me-luh-ha of Sumerians who trade 
with the eastern land. Buddhistic records note them as 
Malakha to refer to non-Aryans especially the people of 
Andhra and Tamil country etc., (T). Rig Veda notes that 
the Dasa and Dasyu are aliens and barbaric. They are 
black skinned, snub nosed, speakers of a strange language, 
practice black magic, do not perform Sraddha, are treacherous 
in dealings, and live in fortified cities (T). Ambashta, 
Ugra, Nishada, Suta, Magadha, Candala, Ayogava and 
Pulkasa are born out of mixed marriages (T). In the 
forests of the Gangetic plains were found Sahara, Pulinda, 
Muliba, Kirata and Madras. In the frontiers, tribes of 
an advanced type are mentioned. They are Yavanas and 
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Kambojas. Later Vedic literature mentions the Anavas in 
Punjab, Sind and Rajasthan. In the East Anavas occupied 
Bihar, Bengal and Orissa(T). The Aitreya Brahmana 
mentions Ambashta as Kings(T) Taittriya Brahmana refers 
to the well being of the Ugras. One was a Kings 
Officer(T). Sutas and Magadhas- were traditionally bards 
and chroniclers. For Royal sacrifices, the presence of Suta 
was necessary. 

Chandalas are eaters of carcasses and have to live 
• * • 

outside the village or town(T). The Vratyas are of a 
different culture and language. Vratyostoma is a ritual 
performed to make them Aryans. The Atharva Veda 
mentions them. Dharma Sastras note them with reluctance(T). 
The Himalaya region was occupied by Mlecchas. Their 
race and languages were different(T). The Arayalli Hills 
which separate the Indus and the Gangetic Valleys were 
the places where the non-Aryan Tribal Republics flourished 
upto the early centuries of the Christian Era(T). The 
Vindhyas and Satpura ranges, the plateau of Chota 
Nagpur and Chatis Garh are the resorts of the tribal 
population(T). The Puranas list the Mleccha tribes to 
include the Dravida, Sabara and Vrishalas who became 
powerful in Kaliyuga and will be destroyed by Kalki in 
the end(T). Andhra Kings were declared as Mlecchas 
originally, later were accepted as Vratya Kshatriyas(T)' 
The Nishadas who lived on the banks of the Narmada 
river and Vindhya mountains and Satpura ranges were 
non-Aryans who were called Mlecchas. They were described 
as dark skinned, flat featured, short in stature and with 
blood shot eyes(T). The Vindhyas are the abode of Kiratas, 
Pulinda and Sabara tribes. Originally they lived in the 
east: later they migrated to the Vindhyas(T). The Pulindas 
might have migrated from Mathura to Vindhyas(T). The 
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Barbarians inhabited the Chambal Valley. Decoity was 
the maior source of income for them(T). The a ara c ie 
ruled as a King. The Kol tribes of Madhya Pradesh and 
Orissa preserve the Sahara tradition(T). 


The Yavanas came to the Yamuna-Ganga Doab. The 
Huns or Hunas conquered the Aryan territory. Tormana 
a Huna, conquered a large portion of Aryavarta: his 
Inscriptions are found in M.P. and U.PCT). When trade 
in Central Asia declined, the Gujjaras and Abhiras moved 
from the north to the south. The place-names have 
evidences of migration(Y). The Jain literature notes Varvara, 
Survara, Pulinda as Mlecchas. The Jain monks and nuns 
are advised to avoid them(T). Buddhists records note that 
the Andhra and Damila who live in the peninsular India 
are Mlecchas(T). The Yavanas and Yonas are counted as 
Mlecchas. The Pulinda and Kir3tas are also counted *as 
Mlecchas The Barbarian Greeks called as Indo-Greeks, 
Sakas, Scythians and Kushanas were called Mlecchas. 
They gave out inscriptions in Sanskrit. The list of tribes 
is as follows: Dravida, Abharu, Sahara, Kirata, Malva, 
Sibi, Triguts and Youdheyas. Majority of them are 
inhabitants of the Himalayan and the Vindhyas regions! ). 
The Sibis migrated to Eastern Rajasthan. The Triguts 
were referred to by Panini and were settled m the 
Ravi-Sutlej Doab. Youdheyas mentioned by Panini move 
from Haryana towards the north(T). The concept o 
Mlecchas has changed when the Bedars became rulers(T). 
The Chinese were classified as Mlecchas and the Kamboja 
territory was called the Mleccha territory(T). The conventional 
list of Mlecchas is Anga, Vanga, Kalinga, Odra, Pan ^ a ’ 
Karnataka, Lata, Suhma, Gurjara, Krita Cina etc. This 
is found in the inscription of Mihira Bhoja(T).. Anasta, 
Malva, Kirata, Turushka, Vatsa and Matsya were conquered 
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by the Aryans. The Sapta Sindhu was considered as the 
Aryavartha during the period of Rig Veda(T). Bhila 
Lubhdhaka tribes of the Vindhyas are connected with 
Matangas, the lawless hunters of the region(T). PisSca- 
was eaters of raw flesh. They were from north- west 
and later migrated to Vindhyas(T). Gurjaras came from 
Central India after the 6th Century A.D. and are believed 
to be of Tocharian extraction. The place-names in Punjab 
like Gujarat, Gujemwala, suggest a settlement of Gurjaras 
there. Gujjar herdsmen were found in Kashmir. Maharashtra 
too has a Gujjar Caste. A Rajput Clan is called Bad-Gajar. 
The Brahmin Caste is called Gajar-Gan Gauda(T). The 
Abhiras are nomadic herdsmen who migrated to India 
with the Scythians. Soon they rose to eminence politically. 
Lower Indus and Kathiawar regions are the places where 
they are found. They gradually overpowered the Sakas 
and the Satavahanas and spread down to the West Coast 
where there is a mention of Konkanabhiras(T). 

Chinese had connections with Eastern India(T). Rajanya 
and Sudras are either tribal names or words qualifying 
the category of tribes(T). The Asuras are described as 
Demons but also as a maritime people. Were they the 
people of Harappan or were they the branch of Aryans 
who came from the Southern Coast of Iran? Archaeological 
remains of Chota Nagpur are associated with the local 
tribes with Asuras(T). The other tribes are Andhras, 
Abhiras, Pulindas, Khasas, Magadhas, Kirata and Mallas(T). 
Ambashta tribes are identified with Ambashtanoni of 
Arrain(T). 'The Sudras might have been originally an 
aboroginal tribe using their own language(T). Bedar, 
Dasarna, Matanga, Pundrakumbakarna, Ekpada, Taks, 
Kinnara, Kikata, Nishada are also found in the list of 
Tribes(T). The Western Anavas were the Yaudheyas, 
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Ambashta, Sibi, Sindhu, Sauvira, Keikeya, Madras, 
Vrshadarbu. The eastern Anavas were Anga, Vanga* 
Kalinga, Pundara and Suhma. The suffix -nga is of 
Kolarian origin(T). The Panchalas are a confederation of 
five tribes(T). The fifteen Mahapadas are Gandhara, 
Kamboja, Matsya, Kosala, Kasi, Malla, Vrji, Magadha* 
Anga, Vanga, Cedi, Avanti and Asm^ka(T). The Pulinda 
tribes are located in Ceylon according to the Buddhistic 
sources. They are bom in the wedlock of Prince Vijaya 
with demoness Kuveni. Chandalas overcome their caste 
status by spiritual powers(T). Asoka lista Yona, Kamboja, 
Nehbhkar, Bhoja, Pitrihita, Andhra and Palida(T). Pancha 
janas mentioned in the Vedas are Anus, Diyhyus, Yadus 
who were also called Yakshus or Yadavas, Turvasas and 
Purus(G). 

Bharata or Tritsu is mentioned repeatedly(G). 

Another twenty five tribes are also mentioned in the 
Vedas. Aja, Alina, Parvata, Bhalana, Chedi, Gungu, 
Ikshavaku, Kirata, Matsya, Paktha, Parvata, Pershu, 
Parvathava, Rushama, Shigru, Shimyu, Shiva, Srinjaya, 
Vaikasha, Varashika, Vetasu, Vishanin, Vitahavya, Vyachvant 
and Yakshu(G). Three more tribes are also found who 
are Gandharis, Vasa and Ushinaras(G). Of these only 
three or four might be non-Indo Aryan people(G). In 
several places Panis are mentioned with whom the Aiyans 
fought. 

The Dasa or Dasyu occur in seventy five places. 
Except .in four, the conflict with Aryans is mentioned(G). x 
Dasyus are those who are devoid of devotion, indifferent 
to Gods, restless, lawless, non-sacrificing, practising alien 
rites, reviling the Gods(G). The language difference is 
not mentioned by Ghurye. The Indus Valley was once 
inhabited by people called by the Aryans as Asura, 
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RSkshasas, Gandharva, Yaksha and Pisaca(S). Upto the 
time of Panini, the Asuras were considered as a warrior 
Clan. The concept of Asura in India is as old as the 
early Assyrian times, i.e., after the sack of the Sumerian 
Settlements at Assur and before 1 the Sargon of Agada(S). 

Eight Dasas mentioned are 'Pipru, Namuci, Sambara, 
Susna, Camuri, Dhuni, Arbuda, Asna(P.34). The interchange 
of Asura and Dasa eponyms may indicate the closeness 
of these in the hierarchy(S). 

Indra is said to have burst open the Dasa fortresses 
which concealed the dark people(S). Dasyu is preserved 
in Avasta. The Dasyu originally might have meant the 
community or race of inhabitants of the places which 
the Aryans invaded(S). The Dasas are said to be faithless, 
offeringless, without any rules. The names of deities are 
preserved in the Avesta as Dakhyuma. After the deity, 
the people might have been named as is found even 
today among untouchables(S). The bartering hordes were 
called Panis. The traders were called Vanij. The Asuras 
otherwise called Pai)is were the cowherds of the Devas(S). 

" The Panis are called Asuras who had hidden the cows 
of Indra. The Panis depended on Dasas for seafaring 
and also in fish trade(S). The partners of Asuras namely 
Gandharvas, Yakshas, Rakshas * and Paisacas are also 
considered as enemies of the Aryans(S). Vrta is the snake 
killed by Indra which episode is eulogised(S). Karanja 
Parnayas who were enemies of Indra were killed. Vengrda 
is also mentioned once, Rhisuva, Srbinda, Anarsani, Pipru, 
Vrtra, Aumavabha and Arbada are mentioned as enemies 
of Indra. The cuneiform tablets have mentioned Ahishu, 
Aurnavabha(S). Ilibisa Asura Brahacchrava and .Vrkadvaras 
were vanguished by Indra(S). Sambara, Susna, Pipru, 
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Namuci, Araru are others who were tough to fight(S). 
Namuci is another enemy of Aryans(S). The Clan of 
Nahu is mentioned as those who pay tribute to Indra(S). 

The Apsaras are described as noisy, dusty, dice-loving 
mind confusing(S). Panini’s list of Warrior Clans has 
Rakshas(S). They are magicians and can assume any 
form at will, cannibals, eaters of raw flesh both human 
and of animals, devotees of idols. Sayana interprets it 
as foolish or idiotic Gods(S). The Rakshas are fond of 
the game of animal and bird fights, Yatudina(S). The 
Rakshas destroy the sacrifice of the Devas. They were 
defeated by Indra and Agni(S). Their name indicates 
originally protection later came to mean injury, harm(S). 
Pisacas thrive on the flesh of the dead bodies(S). Pisaca 
means one who fashions, moulds or forms. Pisanga means 
reddish brown, or yellow, i.e., primarily it refers to colour. 
Panini mentions them as a warrior clan in his Ganapada(S). 

The Carshanis are non Aryans. Mitra and Varuna 
are the protectors of Carshanis who are agriculturists(S). 
The five people were the Asuras, Rakshas, Yakshas, 
Gandharva and Paisacas(S). The Rakshas, Paisacas and 
Yatumatis have a harsh speech because of the., cursing 
words against the invading Aryans(S). The Hindu law 
givers classify the cemetries and ruins in the outskirts 
of villages as suitable abodes for the lowest classes of 
Sudras like Chandalas, Pukkasas, Svapakas etc.(S). The 
Aryans destroyed their foes who were called Asura, Dasa, 
Dasyus, Panis, Raksha, Gandharva, Yaksha and Paisaca(S). 
the Panis and Vanij’s were important links in the economic 



life of the pre-Aryans community in India. The Rig Vedic 

Dasas were Paisacas who were people. 

sailing for fishing and trade. The -mainly^ > 


agriculturists(S). 
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from sacrifice was to prevent the revolt by the Sudras, 
because the rituals and Yagas are the recollections of 
the fight and conquest of the non Aryans(S). 

The Gandharvas and Yakshas were absorbed in the 
Aryan social structure. The fight of Asuras with the 
Aryans continued even during the days of Mahabharata. 
The heroes of war were deified in the sacrifices of the 
Aryans. This might have taken place before the Mitannian 
Kings (1380 B.C) in whose records Indra, Varuna, Mithra 
and Nasatyas are found. Those who supported the Aryans 
were deified. Those who initially opposed and later, 
accepted the supremacy were made semi divine beings. 
Those who fought with the Aryans till the last were 
condemned as evil and the Pisacas and Vetalas were 
condemned to the under world. They were the outcastes(S). 

Other Information of Interest 
to Students of Language and Culture 

Jaimini Dharma Sastra lists Mlecchas words in Sanskrit 
pika (bird) nema (half) baka (a vessel) and tamarasa 
(red lotus)(T). Pika and tamarasa have cognates in 
Dravidian. The other two are not found in the Dravidian 
Etymological Dictionary. Panini mentions that the - an 
suffix found in the names of persons is of Dravidian 
origin(T). The Satapata Brahmana and Patanjali presume 
that the speech of the Barbarians was Eastern Prakrit(T). 
The Kiratas who lived in the Vindyas along with Pulinda 
and Sabaras gave presents of sandalwood, aloes wood,' 
expensive hides, gold, perfume, rare animals, birds, and 
ten thousand serving girls. They came by riding on 
elephants(T). Magadh Basha was the medium of Buddhistic 
teaching(T). 
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The Gandharvas had close association with Asuras 
and Dhanavas. Eg. Hamsa of Harivamsa is a Danava 
and a son of Amsta who is the mother of Gandharvas(S). 
The Gandharvas are the subjects of Varuna. The Atharvan 
is said to be their Veda. The Apsaras are said to be 
the subjects of Soma Vaishnava and Angiras, their Veda. 
The Atharva Veda is otherwise called Atharvangiras and 
it was admitted to the Vedic fold later. It has been 
recognized that some of the portions have been of grater 
antiquity than Rig Veda(S). Mahabharata calls Yakshas 
and Rakshasa as brothers who separated from each other 
on account of some difference. The Rakshasas lived in 
Gandhamadliana and later went to Lanka. The Avesta 
represents the tradition of the Asuras driven away from 
the Indus Valley by the Aryans. The Zorashtrians were 
the Asuras who were already in Iran or migrated to 
Iran(S). Tank and dam- building were known to them. 

During the invasion of Alexander the region south of 
Bah am an aba d was known as Patala. The non Aryan 
especially the Kalakanja or Kalakeya Asuras are said to 
have had a city at Pataja, called Hiranyapura. The home 
of Pancajanas is also called Patala. This means a boat 
receiver, a haven or port. Such a place is found twenty 
miles south-east of Hyderabad in . Sind(S). 

The Pancajanas are the founders of the Harappan 
Culture. Around Amri, the community can be identified 
with Dasas. The Rakshas may be related to the pre-Harappan 
communities in northern Baluchistan. Northern Makran 
is called Rakshan which can be correlated with Rakshas. 

The Sankiranayonis, the children of the mixed marriages 
remain outside the four fold Varna system. Most of the 
communities bear non Aryan names. They were considered 
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suitable for human sacrifice called Purushameda Yagna(S). 

The Dasas of Rig Veda might be the dark skinned 
proto Austroloid Dasyus who resemble the Dasas(S). Panis 
belong to the Mediterranean stock like the Asuras(S). 
The Rig Vedic hymns were on heroes who were historical 
personages who distinguished in war. Later myths were 
created to make them Cult heroes(S). The Sumerian Epic 
Enmerkar mentions the lord, Aratta: So also the Mahabharata. 
The Sumerians wanted to make Aratta as a tributory 
of the Sumer King. The foreign language, the destruction 
by the big rivers and the worship of mother Goddess 
were mentioned in Enmerkar. Mahabharata speaks of 
Balhika and their location in the Sindhu region. The 
Aryans should not stay there even for two days. These 
people are abused by the words Vasatis, Sindhus and 
Sauvras. Vasati (Greek Ossadioi) is the confluence of the 
rivers Chenab and Sutlej with the Indus and Sindhu 
with Sindhu Doab and Sauvitra with upper Sindh. The 
Caste system is not rigid here(S). The Sumerian sources 
though not definite indicate the Arattas who were prosperous 
and ruled over the eastern region in the 17th gentury 
B.C.(S). 

The Harappan Empire is called Meluhha in the 
Babylonian sources. The Sanskrit word Mleccha is the 
equivalent. This initially meant a foreign unintelligible 
speech. The Asuras who were deprived of their speech 
were crying ‘lavah’ which was the speech of Mlecchas. 
The Vishnu episode of three steps one to cover the earth' 
and the other the sacrifice and the third the speech was 
a myth indicating the deprivation of the speech of the 
Asuras(S). From the Vedas and post-Vedic texts including 
the Puranas, 153 names of tribes or groups are found 
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to have migrated to India. The Appendix lists the names 
of the tribes or groups. Some of them may be personal 
names: some, the names of places. There is no way of 
sifting them. However the multiplicity of tribes or groups 
is confirmed. When the detailed description of the communities 
now in existence in India is available a co-relation can 
be made with the names of tribes in the list. The 
peculiar features of language or dialects may also help 
in this effort of co-relation. Future research alone can 
find an answer for these. 

In the Sangham Classics of Tamil, besides the three 
major Kings Chera, Chola and Pandiya twenty one Vallals 
(munificent Chieftains) are listed. As feudatories, Kongar, 
Kosar, Tondaiyar, Puuliyar, Malavar, Vadugar and Veelir 
are noted. The subject matter of the songs indicate 
different strata of society, but the details have not been 
worked out. - 

Religious Absorption 

Ritual impurity! is attributed to the non Aryans. Any 
Aryan especially the Brahmins who visit the Mleccha 
territory have to do prayachitta, the purificatoiy ceremony(T). 
The Yavanas later acquired Aryanhood by mythological 
traditions of being born as the sons of Duruvasa who 
was the son of Yati(T). Toramana’s son Mihirakula was 
cruel to Buddhists and Jains. He patronised Vaishnavism 
and Saivisim(T). A few centuries later the Ganga-Yamuna 
Doab became the Aryavartha. The Sapta Sindhu' became 
the Mleccha Desa. The East of Videha and Magadha 
was the abode of the non Aryan. Magadha was the 
accursed land because of the people who are of mixed 
castes. Expiatory rites were prescribed for visitors from 
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Aryavartha(T). Vanga, Anga and Kalinga were more 
pollutingCT). Those who visit these areas have to undergo 
elaborate expiatory rites(T). 

The Snake Cult of worship of the Nagas is attested 
in iterature. The Goddess Cult, the worship of ancestors 
the linga and fertility Cult are found to be non Aryan 
in origin. Even to this day these are found in the 
Malayan and Vindhya regions. In the historical period it 
gained considerable respectability in the Peninsular India 
particularly^). The pre-Aryan Cults such as the worship 

existence of sorceress 
Yatumati practising magic are noted. The Harappan 

evidence clearly indicates the worship of mother Goddess 
which was new to the Aiyan religion(T). The Goddess 
is black, adorned with peacock feathers and with dishevelled 
hairs. In Kadambari, Bana describes Durga temples being 
worshipped by the Mlecchas of Vindhyas(T). 

Varna is ritual marking, whereas, jati is originally 

occupational confined to the extended families later to 
endogamous groups(T). 

Katha Sarit Spgar observes that the King ofiPulinda 
tribes adored Devi offered human victims and pillaged 
the Caravans(T). Buddhistic sources mention fifty eight 

major sects. The Jaina sources put the number to three 
hundred and sixty three(T). 

The Caste formation had not crystallized during the 
time of Rig Veda. Brahmin and Vaisya were classified 
on the basis of their vocation. Even Kshatriyas can 
officiate as priests in sacrifices. They were also agriculturists 
and traders. They were called Rajanya and later as 
Ks hatriyas(S). Rig Vedic Sukta 111.38 gives a clear picture 
of.Asura as a God-head and the ideas about the creation 
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of the world and the part played by the Asura God, 
Rig X.177 concentrates upon the wonder, that is speech 
whose existence in mind is unsuspected and which is 
seen as the magic of Asura. Magic in this context means 
creative power(S). Agni was the son of Asura when 
assured of a sacrifice he moved over to the Devas(S). 
Vak is the greatest contribution of the Asuras(S). The 
composers of the Rig Vedic hymns were steeped in the 
lore associated with the religion in which the Asuras 
occupied the Central Places(S). The Rig Vedic composers 
were familiar with Asuras as the God. Varuna and 
Mithra are addressed as Gods of Asuras. Deities Indra 
and Vishnu are Aryan Gods, who have a compliment of 
Asuras. The word Asura as Deva is found in Rig Veda. 
Later as evil in Rig Veda in twelve places when they 
opposed the Aiyans(S). Parvata is a name of a God who 
was on the enemy-side of Indra(S). Maya means creativity 
of Asuras, the fortresses, the dams etc,, are their 
creations(S). Agni is praised next only to Indra. He 
rendered assistance in the battle against Asuras, Rakshasas, 
Dasyus and Panis. He helped in killing Vrtra and 
Susna(S). Agni is praised because he helped in overthrowing 
the ignorant, tuft headed, misspeaking, Panis who were 
without faith, without bliss and sacrifice(S). 

Asuras were fire worshipers even before the Devas 
knew anything about it. When Devas adopted it, they 
modified the worship of fire(S). In mythology the 
Gandarvapsaras belong to the world of Devas as their 
musicians(S). The concept of Gandharva who was a Solar 
deity seems to have been parallel to that of the Asuras(S). 
Vishnu and indra are the only Aryan Gods. The others 
are non Aryans(S). 


a 
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The Paisacas like Asuras were fire worshipers. They 
part took raw flesh(S). The Paisacas have changed their 
Clan names as Dardic but still retain the old memories(S). 
Mahabharata notes the Paisacas as Khasas, the sons of 
Kasyapa by his wife Krodha. The present Khasa are 
located in the Himalayan region. Grierson points out that 
they spread from Hindukush, Karakoram to the Himalayas. 
They are short statured and yellow in colour(S). 

The conflict between Aryan and non Aryan was 
enacted through the sacrifices. The later Brahmins forgot 
the implications of the war and victory, but, kept on 
performing the empty sacrifices with wooden swords, grass 
chariots etc.(S). In the Buddhistic texts the Cult of 
Yakkhas is recorded to have originated from the woods 
and secondarily from the legends of seafaring merchants. 
The Yaksha were worshiped by the Mariners or sea 
going merchants for their protection and the cargoes. 
Aryans wanted to create a religion out of this victory. 
They became the Gods and the representative of Gods. 
The Asuras became the evil and the demons. The rta 
concept and conflict of good and evil absorbed into 
Hinduism were borrowed from the Asura ideology. The 
worship of fire is also borrowed from the Asuras. In the 
fourfold classification, Priests or Brahmins became the 
uppermost and the warriors the Kshatriyas and the 
Vaisya were from Visas, the Aryan masses. All non 
Aryan tribes who accepted the Aryan supremacy became 
Sudras. Varahamihira mentions Sudra as one of the tribes 
in his list of people. The rta with Sun as the director 
of intelligence were of the Asuras. Mithra and Varuna, 
the Asura Kings later absorbed by Aryans are praised 
in the hymns of Rig Veda. But the Cult of non Aryans 
soon engulfed the sacrifices which became symbolic. The 


17 



V.I. Subramoniam 


amalgam of cultic practices and the philosophies came 
to be known as Hinduism. Varuna and Mithra who is 
not talked about in Rig Veda. Varuna and Mithra are 
mentioned together in Rig Veda. Mithra might have 
migrated to Iran with the remnants of Asuras where he 
gained respect as a God next only to the supreme God(S). 

Rudra was never a partner of Indra though he had 
fierce weapons. His son Maruts aided Indra in his 
destruction of Vrtra. Rudra was an important functionary 
of the Asura Empire. Agni is identified with Rudra(S). 
The Maruts are the sons or followers of Rudra(S). They 
were non Aryans, probably from the warrior community 
with Rudra as their overlord(p.316). 

Surya is also of Asura origin, had conflict with Indra 
and was the lord of Spies-intelligence(S). 

Savitr related to Sun without any conflict with Indra 
stayed in India along with the Asura hoards(S). 

Bhaga and Amsa, the distributors of work and Pushan 
the supervisor of roads assisted in the destruction of the 
Harappan Empire(S). 

The Asvins are the most celebrated of the so called 
deities. They were physicians absorbed into the Aryan 
fold from the Asura rank(S). 

Brbu the givers of wealth was rated above the 
Panis(p.335). 

Vayu associated with horses and chariots was the 
charioteer of Indra. He was made a God in Rig Veda, 
but, a Demon in Avesta. Vata or Wind is glorified in 
Avesta. The Rig Vedic refrerence is just a wind(S). 

Parjanya the distributor of the seed(p.338). Vrtra the 
protector of the dams were Dasas as well as Danavas(S). 


A 
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Vala the brother of Vrtra is the protector of the 
cows(S). 

Tvastr made a bowl for the Asura God. He married 
Asuri, hence a non Aryan(S). 

Rbhus skilled artisans were three in number. They 
were raised to Godhood because they were friendly to 
Indra. 

Agni was the centre of the religious life. Seven Asura 
priests performed sacrifice (Matarisvan, Angiras, Atharva, 
Atri, Kanva, Brgu, Tanu-napat, Apam-napat(p.351). 

Ushas meaning dawn, a priestess was loved by 
Indra(p.358). 

Prthvi, Antaviksha, Div are three other Gods mentioned 
in Rig Veda. Prthvi the earth which is the Indo-Gangetic 
plain; Antariksha the middle space, the region through 
which the seven rivers flow: Div is the north-west frontier 
of the Indian sub-continent (Baluchistant, Afghanistan and 
parts of Iran). The Brahui speakers are found in Makran, 
Jaalawan, Sarawan hills. The Makran valley is known 
as Rakshan valley. It is also a name of a river: the - 
an ending is Elamite in origin(S). 

The first check on the social order is that of Buddha 
who revived the Sudra and outcaste religious practicies: 

a) The meditational exercises for attaining moksha. 

b) Rebellion against the sacrificial system. 

c) Rejection of Caste system. 

\ 

d) Use of local language as a medium of religious 
communications(S). 

. Most of the poets in the Mandalas of Rig Veda are 
the seven seers who were the priests of Asuras. The 
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language of their verses was not Sanskrit. The practice 
recorded in the Asura language was translated into 
Sanskrit(S). Many foreign words were borrowed into Vedic 
Sanskrit because of this. The Nighantus explain some 
words realistically or fictitiously. This might be followed 
by a period of bilingualism and finally Sanskrit displaced 
the Asura language. Vishnu’s last step is to deprive the 
Asura’s of thier language. Avesta and Rig Veda have a 
similarity of vocabulary(S). The Assur of Assyria worshiped 
also mother Goddess is found in Rig Veda under Ushas. 
The temple for the Goddess was called Assyrian, the 
City of Assur(S). A Brahmin becomes a Kshatriya, Vaisya, 
Sudra and even a barber. Then again becomes a Brahmin. 
Gandharas, Madrakas and Balhikas practice this transfer. 
This was inherited from the Asuras(S). 

Arattas religion is said to be the destroyed religion, 
not sacrificing which is also the feature of the religion 
of Dasas and Dasyus and the Panis. In the Mahabharata, 
it is said as the religon of Vratya, Dasanya and Videhas. 
Balhikas are treated as outcastes who deliberately remained 
outside the pale of Aryan social structure. They did not 
accept the sacrificial religion of the Aryans and hence 
called non sacrificing(S). The Cult priests were absorbed 
into the Brahmanic fold. The followers of Buddhism were 
mostly from Mlecchas(T). Bhakti Cult and the Bhagavata 
tradition were followed by innumerable adherents. New 
sects like Saiva Sidddhanta which attracted non-Brahmins, 
Veera Saivism or Lingayata have a flexible attitude to 
caste(T). The Mleccha religious practices like mother 
Goddess worship indicating the fertility cult, Phallus 
worship, Snake Cult were adopted by the Aryans(S). 

The mother Goddess was called Vindhya Vasini, Savari, 
Candika, mostly worshiped by Kiratas became part of 
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the Sakti Cult and Tantricism(T). Priests of Cults became 
Brahmins. The Ambashta Brahmins, Abhira Brahmins, 
Maga Brahmins who came from Saka dvipa like the Chit 
Bhavans were partonised by Thaneswar Kamanya Kings. 
They still marry into the non Brahmin Caste like Bhoga 
and the Yadhavas(T). Thus the religion is a mjor area 
from which early Sanskrit borrowed. The intermingling 
of races is due to intermarriage among the fourfold 
Varnas of Aryans and between the Aryans and non 
Aryans. This led to the second area of borrowing. Conquest 
and technological adaptations is the other areas of 
borrowing in early Sanskrit. 

Absorption of Marriage 

The Children bom out of the Anuloma and Pratiloma 
marriages were considered mostly as Sudras and a few 
as Mlecchas(T). 

The Barbarian Greeks called as Indo Greek, Sakas, 

Scythians and Kushanas married from local families of 

Kings. Also they protected the Varna system. The status 

of Vrta Kshatriyas was assigned to them(T). 

* ^ 

Technological and Political Changes 

The Yajur Veda mentions other degraded professions 
which were nomadism, carpentry, chariot making, potters, 
smiths, fowlers, dog keepers and hunters. In Yashka 
Nirukkta they are mentioned as the fifth group after 
the four Varnas(T). The Tribal Republics were active 
from the first Century B.C. to fourth Century A.D. in 
Punjab and Eastern Rajasthan. The Malavas established 
a kingdom in Jaipur(T). The Bedars when they became 
rulers, the concept of being called as Mlecchas changed(T). 
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The Kamarupa (Assam) was ruled by a Mleccha King 
by name Silastamba. He might be a tribal or Tibeto 
Burman in race(T). The trade between China and India 
became intense until the Arabs and Turks took over the 
traded*). In the later period the Dasyus confederated 
with the Indo Aryan Kings or leaders. Balbutha, one 
Dasa was a follower of Rig Vedic religion. He gave gifts 
to a Rig Vedic Sage for Vedic sacrifices(G). 

The battle of Dasarajna (ten Kings) by Sudas again 
a non Aryan tribe who received the help of Indra is a 
fight between two non Aryan groups(S). The South is 
called the terrible direction, probably signifying fear of 
constant attack of Devas by Asuras from that side(S). 
The Devas defeated Asura by falsehood(S). The Devas 
secured information regarding the seasons from the Asuras(S). 
This helped the Aryans in agriculture. The herbal knowledge 
of the Asura was also adopted by the Devas. The 
Gandharvas initially fought against the Devas but later 
joined the Devas(S). Gandharvas were defeated by Indra 
and gave Brahma the priesthood(S). Soma the drink of 
the Devas is brought from the land of Gandharvas(S). 
It was not an armed struggle. The Gandharvas were 
doped into parting with the divine drink(S). Yakshas 
fought against Sudas on the side of the ten Kings(S). 
Usana Kavi was a purohita of Asuras who changed sides 
for favours given by the Devas (Kavi means insight). 
Usana manufactured the thunderbolt for Indra(S). The 
Rakshas^ fought against the Devas and got defeated. 
Yakshas were also defeated but reconciled with the Devas 
after paying tributes to the Devas(S). Those who accepted 
Aryan domination became Sudras, but they had several 
disabilities. Religious practices were denied to them. 
Accumulation of wealth was prevented. The prohibition 
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Harappan Culture is 

1) non iron using where as Vedic Culture is. 

2) Harappans buried their dead, the Vedic people 
cremated. 

3) The horse of Vedic culture not known to Harappans. 

4) Script is used in Harappan Culture. 

Vedas mentions writing only lately. The ethnic nature of 
skulls of Harappa resembles those of Baluchistan, Punjab 
and Sindh(T). 

Hoernele and Grierson on the basis of linguistic 
theories suggested two bands of migration and therefore 
the language difference. The first band settled in Sapta 
Sindhava region and the second skirting around the Indus 
perhaps settled in the Banas Valley. From there they 
moved to the northern slopes of the Vindyas and to 
Bihar and also into the Doab. 

The Mittanis worshiped Aryan Gods and used technical 
terms for chariotry. But their language is not Indo-European. 
Similarly the Kassites had Aryan sounding names but 
only their ruling classes have been familiar with Indo-European 
languagesCT). 

It is not the Aryanization of India but rather the 
Indianisation of the Aryan nomadic pastoralist hoards(T). 

The Atharva Veda relegates Punjab to the status of 
a Mleccha" Desa inspite of Panini(T). 

S. K. Chatterjee and S. M. Katre (‘Languages’ Government 
of India, 1965) observe that differences in the languages 
are due to many groups, giving rise to Prakrits and 
pre-Aryan languagesCT). 
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Dasyus who speak the Aryan language and those who 
do not are distinguished by many(T). 

Panini mentions Kachcha in the west the modern 
Baruch, Suramasa, Sumha and Kalinga in the east and 
Asmaka in the South of the Narmada, Sarmaka is the 
Surma Valley of Assam(G). Sumha is the modern Midnapur 
of West Bengal. Panini mentions about the medieval 
towns of Mahanagara, Mahasthan and Navagraha, 
Nevadvipa(G). Kalinga is the northern coastal part of 
Orissa(G). Asmaka is the part of modern Berar. Among 
the Indo-Aryans, the Ethnic units affiliated to Indo-European 
of eastern Anatolia, North-Eastern Mesapotamia, 
North-Western Iran, some units from Greece and some 
of the Scythio Iranians of Central Asia are found(G). 

Before the Rig Vedic Aryans some ethnic units have 
passed on to the eastern side and settled in Kosala or 
Oudh(G). 

Ayas means some kind of wood and not iron metal(S). 
The Mohenjodaro Settlement is found from Rupar at the 
foot of the Simla hills in the north to Bhagatrava in 
the Valley of Tapti in the South from Alangirpur'in the 
Gnaga Yamuna Doab in the east to Sutgagin-dor on the 
coast in Baluchistan(S). The Devas knew only Udumbara 
tree and had barley (Yuva) which means that which will 
not leave them(S). Ramayana describes the land of 
Gandharvas from the Kabul valley as far as Peshawar. 
The inscriptions of Durius mentions that it was under 
his control(S). The hymns on agriculture of Rig and' 
Atharva Veda were composed later but on earlier material. 
The agricultural material are that of the non Aryans 
and the Atharva Veda was a later entry because of this 
material(S). The word for plough is Austro-Asiatic in 
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origin. The dancing girl found in Harappa and the skeletal 
remains indicate that a section of the population of 
Harappa was Austro Asiatic(S). The borrowed words in 
Sanskrit of the early phase are from a predominantly 
agricultural population(S). The -an ending is found in 
Elamite place-names(S). 

The skeletons of Mohenjodaro were proto-Austroloid 
(3 skulls) Mediterranean (6 skulls). This type found at 
Nal and at Kish Anan and Uru. Mongolian branch of 
the Alpine stock similar to the Naga skulls (one skull). 
At Nal also this type was found. Besides these several 
terra cotta figurines with mongoloid features were discovered 
at Mohenjodaro. Fourth is the Alpine Skulls (four found) 
(S). Proto-Austroloid Mediterranean and Alpine are the 
major varieties of skulls found there(S). The first can be 
identified with the Rakshas of Rig Veda. Brahui language 
- survival may be another evidence. The Rakshan, the 
name of an area near to the Brahui Settlements is 
another pointer(S). Another type is the Semitic: Flat 
bodies is the description found in Rig Veda. The present 
Parsis and the Konkanastha and Cittapavan Brahmins 
of Maharashtra represent the Asura of Rig Veda(S). The 
variation-short headed-represents the Gandharvas of the 
Rig Veda(S). The Mongolian branch of the Alpine stock 
may be that of Yakshas and PaiSacas represented by 
Khasas. The language of Khasas was closely allied to 
Sanskrit with a vocabulary near to the Avestan language. 
Grierson notes the peculiarities of the Kashmir language. 

The languages of Paisacas were alien to the Indo-Aryans 
of the plains. Western and Central Pahadi have remnants. 
A language called YakhSbhasha may possibly be the 
languages of the Yakshas(S). 
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When Aryans entered India through the north-western 
passes, they had to fight with Asuras and others. The 
enemies of Aryans had reached a high state of Civilization. 
Through bribery of the important functionaries, they 
created dissension and secured strategic position. The 
chief means of destructions was the control of the gate 
of the five rivers. The water was released leading to 
untimely flood and the Mohenjodaro dwellers had to flee 
for life. The discontent among the Asuras was made use 
of, for the officials like Usanas were brought to the 
Aryan fold from the Asura hoard. The Aryans had access 
to the innermost secrets and armoury and the strategically 
weak points of Asuras. Maruts also changed sides. The 
secrets have been un earthed by Vishnu who after getting 
a foot hold of earth went in disguise to the Asura land 
to discover these. Indra killed Vrtra the guard of the 
dams across the five rivers. The dams were cut to flood 
the cities and used fire in the night- to drive away the 
remnants of the population. When a few returned to 
their homes, they were evicted by setting fire to their 
settlements. Varuna, the King of Asuras accepted the 
superiority of Aryans and was invited by Indra as a 
co-ruler(S). 

Only two prominent Gods, Indra and Vishnu were 
the early Gods of the Aryans. All other Gods are various 
officials of the Government of Varuna. 

Whether the Vedas were composed by the Aryans or 
they already existed in the Asura language, later translated 
into Sanskrit cannot be stated with certainty(S). Parts 
of the Rig Veda are probably pre-Aryan. The hymns 
might have been in the language of the sages especially 
the ones on Ushas, Agni, Varuna and Gandharva (p.375). 
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The Asuras and Aryans lived in adjacent regions and 
were called cousins by the Brahmanas, The Mohanjodaro. 
Harappan Civilization was that of the Asuras. The Aryans 
did not succeed in conquerring at first those sites. The 
Asuras gave a foot hold to stay. Vishnu under disguse 
found out the strong and weak points of the Asuras. 
Treacherously Maruts, Ushana gave help to Indra. Surya 
and Mithra of the Asuras returned to Iran and the hilly 
regions of Baluchistan and some went to Southern India 
probably to Sri Lanka because of the Aryan invasions(S). 

The Atharva Veda has material from non-Aryans and 
hence admitted only later among the Vedas. For that 
reason it has materials which can be dated earlier than 
the Rig Veda(S). 

The Script of Harappa resemble the Egyptian Script 
and that of Mesopotamia. The word for elephant is ibha 
(cf.ivuli of Sangham Tamil). It is a pre-Aryan word 
borrowed from Egyptian. The pre-Elemites had contacts 
with Harappan^ The Clay tablets is another point of 
resemblance between Egypt and Harappan Civilizations. 
Similarity with Sumerian Culture is also found. In a 
gypsum statue of Ikshashamagan, King of Mari from the 
Ishtar temple of Mari (C.2900 to 2685 B.C.) a head with 
the shaven upper lip and long beard is found (p.387). 
The founders of the Harappan Civilization were the 
Asuras, Rakshas, Yakshas, Gandharvas and Paisacas. Four 
types of skulls are found in the burials of Harappa. 
There were v pre-Harappan settlements with considerable 
degree of Civilization. 

The Rig Vedic evidence show that the defeated people 
were Asuras. The skulls of the Harappan sites are mostly 
Mediterrannean or Caspian which were found in the west 
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Asia and the Central tracts of Europe. The God Ashur 
and the Asuras are found in West Asia. The Assyrian 
myths resemble the Asura concept. The concept of rta, 
the cosmic and moral law can be traced to Mesopotamia. 
Meluhha in the Akkadian and Babylonian records is the 
entrepot between Agada and Tilmun (modem Bahrein). 

All that the Aryans have tried to suppress has 
asserted itself with vengeance and those practices, religious 
and cultural known as Hindu might be traced to the 
Indus period (Quote from Gardon Childe) (S). 

The evidence from pottery will reinforce the spread 
of Harappan and Aryan hoards in India. The ochre 
coloured pottery found mainly in the Western Gangetic 
plains (Gujarat, Malwa and Banas Valley) indicates 
primitive agricultural economy and the continuty of the 
Harappan period. After second millennium B.C., it is 
superseded by the painted Gray ware pottery in the 
Western Gangetic plains indicating larger settlements and 
an advanced agricultural economy due to iron technology. 
Further east in the middle Gangetic plains and South 
Bihar, iron technology produced black and red ware 
culture with resemblance and links with Western India 
via the Northern parts of the Central Indian Plateau(T). 
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Parshas 

Panis 

» 

Piprus 

Pisacas 

Pulindas 

Pukkasa 

Purus 

Pandyas 

Pulkasa 

Pundarakumbarkarna 

Pundara 

Pitrinita 

Palida 

• 

Rushama 

Rakshas 

Rhisuva 

Raj any a 

Sambara 

Sahara 

Shigru 

Shiniya 

Shiva 

Srinjaya 

Survaras 


Svapaka 

Susnas 
# * 

Survara 

Sakas 

Satavahana 

Sudras 

Sauvras 

Sindhus 

Sibi 

Sauvira 

Suhma 

Sribinda 

* 

Sudas 

Scythians 

Triguts 

Turks 

Taksa 

Tanu-napat 

Turushkas 

Turuvasas 

Ugras 

Usanas 

Usanaras 

Vatsa 


Vengrda 

Vrtra 

Varvara 

Vratya 

Videhas 

Vasatis 

Vrshadarbu 

» 

Vavara 
Vetasu 
Vishanis 
Vitaharyas 
Vaikashas 
Vyachvants 
Vanga 
Vratra 
Youdheyas 
Yavanas 
Yonas 
Yakshas 
Yakshus 
Yadus or 
^ Yakshus or 
Yadavas 
Yatumatis 
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